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Shoko César, Owner, Shoko
Every Edmonton home contains something IKEA, says Shoko César. But
that Leksvik won't last forever, and as designers start thinking locally,
they’ll be recognized locally. Case in point: César’s Hoodoo series,
created with Greg Ball. They camped in the Drumheller badlands and
devised a hoodoo-themed coat rack, floor lamp, bottle opener and,
morerecently, self-adhesive vinyl wallpaper. (The lamp won aCanadian
Interiors Best of Canada product award this year.) “It's an on-going
series,” says César, “tofind out what we're allabout in Alberta. Not nec-
essarily to defineanaesthetic, but tosearch for
it and to present a challenge to other design-
ers—to see what they canfind.”

Greg Ball whodesigned the Dog Haus (for your pooch) and the Subsonic chair
(for your teenager, right), has gone down the road to Calgary. Now with the
Advanta Design Group, he counters the separation anxiety of leaving Edmonton
by collaborating with people like Shoko César. He wants ta start an IDEA- and
MADE-style association in Calgary. Meanwhile he's exploring the “cowboy aes-
thetic” by going to chuckwagon races. “It was fascinating,” he says. wi
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